
RESOLUTION NO. 2842

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING REGULATIONS GOVERNING TOWING SERVICES AND RESCINDING RESOLUTION NO. 2400.

WHEREAS, the City of Overland Park, Kansas, recognizes the need for the protection of the health, safety and welfare of its citizens through regulations controlling certain towing services; and

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police of the City of Overland Park has deemed it appropriate that reasonable regulations should be adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of Overland Park, Kansas:

That the following regulations governing towing services be adopted:

Section 1.  Definitions.

  1.
Rotation Towing Service ‑ Any person, firm, partnership or corporation who has been approved by the Overland Park Chief of Police as being authorized to respond for wrecker or towing service and to participate on the police rotation.

  2.
Motor Vehicle ‑ Every vehicle or tractor‑trailer combination, which is self‑propelled by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, except vehicles used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

  3.
Division of Vehicles ‑ State of Kansas Division of Vehicles.

  4.
Towing ‑ The moving or removing or the preparation therefor of a motor vehicle for 
which a service charge is made, either directly or indirectly of a motor vehicle.

  5.
Tow truck - Any truck or other vehicle adapted or used for the purpose of towing, winching, carrying or otherwise removing another vehicle from a given location for commercial purposes.

  6.
Storage - The custody and control of a vehicle by a tow truck operator as a result of a police requested tow.

  7.
Tow operator - Any person engaged in the business of offering or providing a towing service for commercial purposes.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2482 ‑ Continued

Section 2.  Regulations.

  1.
At no time will a driver or an operator of a wrecker or tow truck respond to a police request when the driver or operator is under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

  2.
Employers, owners, or drivers will not represent themselves or their towing services as authorized representatives of the Police Department. Such illegal representation shall include but is not limited to public advertisement, verbal claims, utilization of similar uniforms or vehicle color to imitate those colors adopted by the City.

  3.
Each towing service will maintain an average response time of 30 minutes for all requests that are received from the Police Department. The response includes the provision that the drivers or operators have all equipment necessary for removal of the vehicle when they arrive at the location of the call.

  4.
The drivers or operators will assume full responsibility for cleaning accident debris such as dirt, broken glass, metal or broken pieces, etc., from the roadway. All debris shall be removed and deposited in a trash receptacle at the tow service place of business.

  5.
All tow trucks and other removal equipment will be equipped with warning or emergency lights in accordance with applicable state statute.

  6.
All towing services shall comply with the requirements of Overland Park Municipal Code Chapter 12.20 or any amendments thereto.

  7.
Every towing service shall comply with the requirements of K.S.A. 8‑1103 through 8-1108 and any amendments thereto.

  8.
Every towing service shall store all motor vehicles towed at the request of the Overland Park Police Department at a storage facility located within the City limits.

  9.
Every towing service that tows or impounds a motor vehicle at the request of the Overland Park Police Department shall comply with all of the notice requirements applicable to towing services set forth in Chapter 12.20 and shall mail a copy of each notice mailed or published to the Commander of the Operational Support Division.  

 10.
Every towing service that tows or impounds a motor vehicle at the request of the Overland Park Police Department shall immediately notify the Overland Park Police Department if there develops with a vehicle owner or operator a dispute over towing fees or release of a vehicle towed at the request of the Overland Park Police Department.

11.
Towing services will be paid a $20.00 cancellation fee if the service responds within the thirty-minute requirement and the need for service is cancelled.

12.
If a tow truck is equipped to tow two vehicles at one time, the tow service may charge fees for each vehicle towed.

RESOLUTION NO. 2842 - Continued

Section 3.  Violation.

The above regulations will apply to any person, firm, partnership or company authorized to perform wrecking or towing service for the Overland Park Police Department. Violations of these regulations will be deemed sufficient justification for the Chief of Police to order that the approval and authority of a wrecking or a towing service to respond to the request of said Police Department be suspended or revoked according to the provisions of Overland Park Municipal Code Sections 12.20.010 through 12.20.070.

RESOLUTION NO. 2400 is hereby rescinded.

ADOPTED by the Governing Body this 15th day of July 1996.

(s) Ed Eilert                          

Mayor

ATTEST:

(s) Norma Moffet                   

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

(s) Mike R. Santos                 

Senior Assistant City Attorney

