RESOLUTION NO. 3132

A RESOLUTION BY THE OVERLAND PARK CITY COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF FAIR AND EQUAL TAXATION OF COMMERCE.

WHEREAS, the use of new communications technologies, including the Internet, as a way to conduct sales of goods and services is accelerating, and

WHEREAS, out-of-state vendors who conduct sales via the Internet, mail order and phone, under many circumstances, are not required by law to collect existing sales and use taxes imposed by the states and local governments in which the purchaser resides, and

WHEREAS, current laws create a competitive disadvantage and great inequities between local businesses who own local stores and those who sell from electronic stores, and

WHEREAS, this migration of sales and the resulting erosion of sales and use tax revenues is restricting the ability of state and local governments and school districts to collect taxes which finance essential public services including but not limited to police, fire, emergency medical service, and education, and

WHEREAS, the City of Overland Park, in partnership with the League of Kansas Municipalities, the National League Of Cities and other national organizations representing state and local governments, has adopted a joint statement of principles for making electronic commerce fair which calls for:

· Equal treatment of all sales transactions whether that transaction is done in person, on the telephone, by mail, or on the Internet,

· A federal law authorizing state and local governments to require out-of-state vendors to collect and remit sales and use taxes,

· Protection from federal preemption of state and local authority to determine their own tax policies,

· Cooperative efforts to simplify state and local sales and use tax systems and the compliance burdens those systems place on out-of-state vendors, and

WHEREAS, the City of Overland Park is committed to working with state and local public interest groups, business and Congress to develop fair and equitable sales and use tax collection strategies,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS:

That the City of Overland Park urges the Advisory Commission on 

Electronic Commerce to recommend that Congress enact and the 

President sign legislation authorizing state and local governments to 

require the collection of legally due sales and use taxes on goods and 

services sold into the state, remittance of those taxes to the purchasers’

state, and distribution by states of tax revenues to cities pursuant to 

precedent and applicable state law; and


THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS:


Opposes any federal legislation which would preempt state and local 

authority to collect legally due sales and use tax on goods and services 

sold into the state; and

THEREFORE BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS:

Supports joint efforts by state and local public interest groups to develop fair and equitable sales and use tax collection strategies.

ADOPTED by the Governing Body this 6th day of March, 2000.

_________________________

Ed Eilert, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________

Marion Cook

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________

John S. Anderson

Senior Assistant City Attorney
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